For  immediate  help,  call: 


1.  AURORA 
Mutual  Ground.  Inc. 

3 1 2/897-0080 

2.  BELLEVILLE 
Call  for  Help 
618/397-0963 

3.  BLOOMINGTON 

Rape  Crisis  Center  of 
McLean  County 
309/827-4005 

4.  CARBONDALE 

Rape  Action 
Committee 
618/529-2324 

CHICAGO 

5.  Women's  Services, 

Loop  Center  YWCA 
312/372-6600,  Ext.  301 

6.  Rape  Victim  Advocates 
312/883-3839 

7.  Edgewater  Uptown  Community 

Mental  Health  Center 
312/769-0205 

8.  Harris  YWCA 

3 1 2/955-3 1 00 

9.  DANVILLE 

A  Woman's  Alternative  Shelter 
217/443-5566 

10.  DECATUR 
Growing  Strong: 

Sexual  Assault  Center 
217/428-0770 

1 1.  EAST  ST.  LOUIS 
Volunteers  of  America 
618/398-7764 

12.  EDWARD SVILLE 

Rape  and  Sexual  Abuse 
Care  Center 
6 1 8/692-2 1 97 

13.  ELGIN 

Community  Crisis  Center.  Inc. 
312/697-2380 

14.  LOMBARD 

DuPage  Women  Against  Rape 
312/971-3927 

15.  MATTOON-CHARLESTON 

Coles  County  Women 
Against  Rape 

Charleston  2 1 7/345-2 1 62 
Mattoon  217/235-4179 

1 6.  MOUNT  PROSPECT 

Northwest  Action  Against  Rape 
312/228-0990 

1 7.  OLYMPIA  FIELDS 

YW  C  A  R  E  S. 

312/748-5672 


18.  PEORIA 

Tri-County  WomenStrength 
309/674-4443 

19.  QUINCY 

Quincy  Area  Network 
Against  Domestic  Abuse 
217/222-3069 

20.  ROCKFORD 

Rockford  Rape  Counseling 
Center 

815/964-4044 

21.  ROCK  ISLAND 

Rape/Sexual  Assault 
Counseling  Program 
309/793-4784 

22.  SPRINGFIELD 
Rape  Information  and 

Counseling  Service 
2 1 7/753-808 1 

23.  STERLING 
YWCA/COVE 
815/626-7277 

24.  URBANA 

A  Woman's  Fund,  Inc. 
217/384-4444 

25.  WAUKEGAN 

Lake  County  Council 
Against  Sexual  Assault 
312/872-7799 


This  information  was  developed  in  pari  from  program  funds  provided  Ihrough  the 
Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid.  the  state  agency  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  the  implementation  of  the  Illinois  Criminal  Sexual  Assault  Law  of  I9K4 

Gregory  L.  Coler.  Director 
Illinois  Department  of  Public  Aid 
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The  Criminal  Sexual  Assault  Law 
will  increase  convictions 
of  sex  offenders 

The  law  divides  sexual  violence  into 
two  categories:  sexual  penetration  and 
sexual  conduct  which  involves  touching 
or  fondling. 

♦  The  crimes  involving  sexual  penetration 
are  called  Criminal  Sexual  Assault  and 
Aggravated  Criminal  Sexual  Assault. 

Criminal  Sexual  Assault  (a  Class  1 
felony)  is  generally  defined  as  sexual 
penetration  by  force  or  threat  of  force. 

Aggravated  Criminal  Sexual  Assault  (a 

Class  X  felony)  is  charged  when  there  is 
one  additional  aggravating  circumstance: 
did  the  assailant  use  a  gun,  cause  bodily 
harm,  commit  another  crime,  attack  a 
senior  or  a  child? 

*  The  crimes  involving  sexual  conduct 
are  called  Criminal  Sexual  Abuse  (a 
Class  A  misdemeanor)  and  Aggravated 
Criminal  Sexual  Abuse  (a  Class  2 
felony). 

Again,  to  increase  the  penalties,  the  law 
looks  at  aggravating  circumstances  — 
how  dangerous  the  assailant  was  or 
how  vulnerable  the  victim  was. 

Under  the  old  rape  law,  many  cases  of  sexual 
violence  that  did  not  fit  the  limited  and 
stereotypical  definition  of  rape  either  were 
not  prosecuted  at  all,  or  resulted  in  convictions 
for  less  serious,  non-sex  crimes. 

Now,  the  Criminal  Sexual  Assault  Law  gives 
the  criminal  justice  system  a  full  range 
of  options  for  prosecuting  and  convicting 
ail  sex  offenders. 


Sexual  assault  of  children 
by  family  members 

Unfortunately,  many  children  are  sexually 
assaulted  by  family  members.  The  Criminal 
Sexual  Assault  Law  makes  sexual  assault  of 
a  child  under  18  by  a  family  member  a  serious 
offense  —  a  Class  I  felony.  And  because  adult 
family  members  do  not  need  to  use  force 
to  gain  access  to  children,  the  law  does  not 
require  proof  of  force  if  the  child  is  under  18. 

judges  now  have  options  which  take  into 
account  the  special  difficulties  of  sentencing 
a  family  member.  As  long  as  the  safety  and 
well-being  of  the  child  is  ensured,  the  judge 
may  order  probation  and  counseling  if  the 
assailant  is  a  family  member. 


For  the  first  time  in  Illinois, 
sexual  assault  within  marriage 
can  be  prosecuted 

Now,  a  spouse  can  be  charged  with 
Aggravated  Criminal  Sexual  Assault. 


Vulnerable  victims 

Certain  individuals  are  preyed  upon 
without  force,  or  are  sexually  assaulted 
precisely  because  they  are  vulnerable  to  such 
attack:  children,  older  and  disabled  persons. 
The  new  law  carries  serious  penalties 
for  crimes  against  these  individuals. 


The  law  focuses  on  the 
behavior  of  the  assailant 

The  new  law  looks  at  whether  the  offender 
used  force  or  threat  of  force.  If  the 
offender  overcomes  the  victim  by  using 
superior  strength  or  size  —  that’s  force. 

If  the  offender  threatens  harm  to  a 
family  member  —  that’s  force. 

What  if  the  offender  claims  that  the 
victim  consented?  Under  the  new  law, 
consent  is  one  thing  and  one  thing  only: 
a  clear  YES  to  the  sexual  act  in  question. 

If  the  victim  does  not  fight  back,  or  escape, 
or  endanger  her/his  life  by  resisting  the 
attack,  the  law  does  not  presume  that 
the  victim  consented.  If  the  victim  knows  the 
offender,  the  law  does  not  presume  consent 
in  that  case  either. 


Medical  treatment  of  minors 

Minors  who  are  victims  of  sexual  assault 
or  sexual  abuse  are  encouraged  under  the  law 
to  seek  emergency  medical  care,  including 
evidence  collection  procedures,  because 
many  children  are  sexually  assaulted  by 
parents. 

A  minor  may  receive  treatment  related  to  the 
assault  even  when  the  parent  has  not 
been  notified. 


WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

1 .  Help  your  children  learn  the  difference 
between  good  and  bad  touch.  Teach  your 
children  to  say  no  to  adults  who  touch  them 
in  ways  that  make  the  child  uncomfortable. 

If  your  child  tells  you  that  something  has 
happened,  believe  the  child  and  seek  help 
immediately. 

2.  If  you  know  someone  who  is  a  victim  of 
sexual  assault  offer  support  to  that 
person.  Be  careful  not  to  blame  the  victim 
for  the  assault  —  it’s  the  assailant  who 

is  the  criminal. 

3.  Learn  how  to  protect  yourself  through 
self-defense.  Most  people  believe  resisting 
an  assailant  will  lead  to  greater  harm,  but 
research  shows  that  women  who  act  quickly 
usually  escape.  Yelling  and  running  away 
work  the  best.  But  remember:  the  law  does  not 
require  that  you  fight  back  in  order  to  be 
believed,  and  only  you  can  determine 

what  a  safe  reaction  is. 

4.  Support  your  local  rape  crisis  center 
with  time,  money  and  other  resources. 

5.  Sponsor  an  educational  program  on 
sexual  assault  and  show  the  specially 
produced  film  on  the  Illinois  Criminal  Sexual 
Assault  Law,  A  Law  for  Victims,  narrated  by 
Betty  Thomas  from  Hill  Street  Blues. 

For  more  information  on  the  law  and  use 

of  the  film,  contact: 

IUinois  Coalition  Against  Sexual  Assault 
527  East  Capitol,  Suite  IOO 
Springfield,  Illinois  62701 
21 7/753-41 17 
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The  old  Illinois  law  on  rape 
had  not  changed  much 
since  the  laws  of  the  1600s. 

That’s  why  Illinois  needed 
a  new  law  for  sexual  assault. 

♦  Penalties  for  sex  crimes  involving  young  children 
had  to  be  increased  —  now  sexual  assault  of  a 

child  under  1 3  is  the  most  serious  penalty  —  Class  X. 

♦  Rape  by  an  object  can  no  longer  be  called  a  "battery”  — 
now  "sexual  penetration”  by  a  broomstick  or  bottle 

is  a  serious  sexual  assault. 

♦  Rapists  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  had  to  be  considered 
sex  offenders  —  now  juveniles  under  14  may  be 
prosecuted  and  males  and  females  can  be  charged 
with  all  sex  crimes. 

♦  Victims  can  no  longer  be  required  to  fight  off  the 
attacker  —  now  a  victim  does  not  have  to  resist 

to  prove  that  s/he  did  not  consent  to  sexual  violence. 

♦  Spouses  who  sexually  assault  their  partners  can 

no  longer  be  excluded  from  the  law  —  now  spouses 
may  be  prosecuted  in  certain  cases  of  sexual  assault. 


While  these  changes  are  new  to  Illinois,  law  reform  in  the  area  of  sexual  assault 
began  as  early  as  the  1950s.  Since  then,  52  states  have  updated  their  rape 
laws.  The  Illinois  Criminal  Sexual  Assault  Law  of  1984  introduces  new 
definitions,  new  penalties  and  a  new  understanding  about  sexual  assault. 


